
Soldiers or Sissies? 

oo many sis sies and too few sol diers” is one man’s
di ag no sis of a weak church. The world is in a daze
to day. Frus trated, jit tery hearts are cry ing for an an -
swer. In de spair, some go down to de feat and ruin.

Young peo ple by the thou sands, be wil dered with fear and
in se cu rity, are throw ing their lives to pas sion and lust in an 
at tempt to find some joy and sat is fac tion at least be fore the 
bomb hits. Ach ing hearts leave for the bat tle front won der -
ing, “Is there any use?” 

Where is the church? Does the world hear the clear
call of its trum pet? “Is there any word from the Lord?” is
the num ber one cry of dis il lu sioned, heavy-hearted souls
in great need. If the church of Je sus Christ is to meet the
chal lenge of this crit i cal hour, it can not be a flabby,
drowsy, self-suf fi cient, com fort-lov ing club which tries to
es cape suf fer ing. “When the church ceases to bleed, it
ceases to bless,” says one of our great world lead ers.
When the lead ers of the church choose pop u lar ity rather
than per se cu tion, the church is on thin ice. Sol diers—not
sis sies—on fire for Christ is our only hope in this dark
hour. This must be true in ev ery lo cal con gre ga tion that
claims the name of the Lord of the church. 

Je sus was no sissy. He was the Son of God and yet, ev -
ery inch a man. Never did He hes i tate to show His col ors
even though it meant suf fer ing, hard ship, and blood shed.
He set His face to go to Je ru sa lem. He en dured the cross.
Through bit ter ag ony, in tense suf fer ing, in de scrib able
pain, He lived His prayer— “Fa ther, not my will but Thine 
be done.” 

He did not prom ise His fol low ers an easy road. He
held forth no bait to fool them even into a be gin ner’s out -
ward loy alty to His cause. Rather, He said, “If any man
will come af ter me, let him deny him self and take up his

cross and fol low Me” (Mat thew 16:24). He al most shocked
His lis ten ers with the words, “Blessed are ye when men
shall re proach you, and per se cute you, and say all man ner 
of evil against you falsely, for My sake” (Mat thew 5:11). In
His fare well ser mon He said, “If they per se cuted Me, they
will also per se cute you” (John 15:20). 

Not long af ter the Holy Spirit came with new ness of
power at Pen te cost, the dis ci ples were thrown into per se -
cu tion. Pe ter and John were put into prison. Ste phen was
stoned to the first mar tyr’s death. Paul and Silas were
lashed with the whip, but with bleed ing backs they sang
hymns of praise. One ex pe ri ence af ter the other meant
ston ing, per se cu tion, and suf fer ing. Sis sies? Weak lings?
No—only sol diers of the cross could take it thus. Only sol -
diers could get this he roic de scrip tion of our early church
on the march for Christ—“these men have haz arded their
lives for the name of our Lord Je sus Christ” (Acts 15:26). 

In the Bi ble the Chris tian is of ten put into a sol dier’s
uni form (Ephe sians 6:10-20). Can you imag ine a sissy fit -
ting that pic ture? His ac tiv ity was on the bat tle field—“not 
with flesh and blood but against prin ci pal i ties and pow -
ers, against spir i tual hosts of wick ed ness” (Ephe sians 6:12).
His pro gram is a war fare—“Fight the good fight of faith”
(I Tim o thy 6:12). The vet eran of fi cer, Paul, who bore in his
body the marks of the Lord Je sus said, “I have fought the
good fight. I have kept the faith” (II Tim o thy 4:7). These are
not the words of a sissy. On his own back he still had the
scars from the whip that caused his back to bleed be cause
of his bold ness for Christ. This bat tle-scarred sol dier, sit -
ting in the prison dun geon wait ing for the end and know -
ing that hun dreds of fel low cit i zens had been torn to pieces 
by the wild an i mals and be headed be cause of their faith,
wrote these words to his spir i tual son, Tim o thy, “Suf fer
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hard ship with me as a good sol -
dier of Je sus Christ” (II Tim o thy

2:3). In the next breath, he added,
“Yea and all that would live
godly in Christ Je sus shall suf fer
per se cu tion” (II Tim o thy 3:12). 

In our gen er a tion, thou sands
of Chris tians have gone to their
mar tyr’s death. Even now, they
are dy ing daily. Be hind the iron
cur tain, there is lit er ally a blood
bath as Chris tians are killed. 

Where are we? Sit ting in
easy chairs and rest ing on cush -
ioned pews, many of us gripe
about the preacher and the
church and are per fectly sat is fied 
to give some left-overs of our
time, money, and en ergy to the
Lord. Many of us are more con -
cerned about be ing pop u lar in
our com mu nity than we are
about win ning souls for Christ.
Many of us are si lent and afraid
to show our col ors for fear that
oth ers may laugh or brand us nar -
row-minded. Some times we are
afraid to carry a Tes ta ment for
fear it may look strange, or we
hes i tate to bow our heads and
pray be fore we eat in a café for
fear some one may laugh. We
know we should talk to the friend 
in the of fice about Christ, but we
just do not dare. Where would
we be be hind the iron cur tain?
Christ re quires no less loy alty
from His fol low ers in com fort -
able Amer ica than in Com mu -
nist-in fested China. In both
places, He calls for sol diers, not
sis sies. 

To be sol diers, we must be
sure of our in duc tion. Too many
in the church have no def i nite
daily ex pe ri ence of Christ. They
have not ex pe ri enced what it
means to be lost and then to
know the peace of for give ness in
the blood of Christ alone. No
“hope-so” or “think-so” Chris -
tian can be much of a sol dier of
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the cross any more than a young man can serve his coun try 
if he is not sure whether or not he has re ally been in ducted
into the army. Thank God, we can know for sure from His
word now to day. Some thing would hap pen in the church if 
ev ery mem ber be came sure of his re la tion ship to Christ.
Then the army of Christ would be on the march. 

To be sol diers, we must take a stand for Christ at any
cost. Out into the open for Christ in our homes, at school,
at work, in church. We must be free to talk about Christ,
bold to speak for Him, ready to give the best of our time,
en ergy, and money to Him, un afraid to stand up for Him in 
our daily life re gard less of con se quences. Then we would
be sol diers, not sis sies. Then the church of Je sus Christ
would march for ward to new eter nal con quests in this dark 
hour in the sav ing of souls in our com mu ni ties and
through out the world. 

To be sol diers, we must daily wear His uni -
form—Christ’s robe of righ teous ness—and use His
equip ment—the liv ing Word (Ephe sians 6:10-20).
Sunday-morn ing Chris tians will never make an army. Ev -
ery sol dier will be faith ful at Sunday wor ship, but he
needs more in take. Daily he must live in his Bi ble. There
is no other way. A thin diet for the soul will grad u ally pull
a sol dier out of the trenches for Christ and make him a
sissy in the bleach ers for Sa tan. Sis sies in the church are
afraid of too much re li gion. They do not want to talk about 
sav ing souls or con ver sions. To them Chris tian ity is a per -
for mance, and their goal is a smooth-work ing, har mo ni -
ous or ga ni za tion. Their cry is to be ware of sub jec tiv ism
and fa nat i cism. They are lost in the ex ter nals, and as Pas -
tor Wal ter Trobisch from Ger many has said, “In their
church work, they are dec o rat ing the cabin of a sink ing
ship.” Only what is done for Christ will last. “Other foun -
da tion can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Je -
sus Christ” (I Co rin thi ans 3:11). 

Too many young peo ple are fooled to be lieve it is easy 
to be a Chris tian. Com mu nism faces its youth with the call 
to suf fer for a great cause. So did Hit ler. We must call our
youth to be sol diers ready to sweat, bleed, and die for the

great est cause of all. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a mar tyr of
the church of Ger many in the last war, said, “When Christ
calls a man, He bids him to come and die.” Christ calls for
such sol diers in Amer ica dur ing this dark, crit i cal hour. 

Are you a sol dier of the cross? Or are you just a plain
sissy?

March to Win  CHAPTER ONE 
Oscar C. Hanson

Copyright 1952, Bible Banner Press
Submitted by Wayne Almlie

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT OR
ANNIHILATION?

Is such a thing as eter nal judg ment a re al ity? One’s in -
ter pre ta tion of Scrip ture must not be pred i cated upon feel -
ings or opin ions but upon the clear teach ing of the Bi ble.
The ques tion co mes down to this: Does God mean what
He says? Je sus, who is God, taught the ex is tence of a lit -
eral “ev er last ing fire” and said that it was a lit eral “hell
fire” (Matt. 18:8-9). Christ de scribed the fire of hell as “the
fire that never shall be quenched” (Mk. 9:43-48). Many who 
deny the lit eral eter nal judg ment of hell are quick, how -
ever, to be lieve in a lit eral eter nal life in heaven. Now if
the one is lit eral, is not the other just as lit eral? The an swer
is yes! Both heaven and hell are lit eral, God-given truths.
The fire of hell is in ex tin guish able, never to be quenched. 

Af ter the bat tle of Ar ma ged don, the beast and the
false prophet will be “cast alive into (‘the’) lake of fire
burn ing with brim stone” (19:20). Then, af ter the lit eral
1,000-year reign of Christ, Sa tan will suf fer the same eter -
nal con se quences (v.10). Then, all un be liev ers will stand
be fore God. Ev ery one of these who have re jected Christ
as Sav ior will face an eter nal judg ment. God says, “And
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
sec ond death. And who so ever was not found writ ten in the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (vv. 14-15). This is
the eter nal state of the un saved. The words “sec ond death” 
do not mean ex ter mi na tion or an ni hi la tion. The first death
was phys i cal, and the sec ond death is eter nal sep a ra tion
from God. Do not try to ar gue away or ma nip u late the
truth by de ny ing the re al ity of eter nal pun ish ment. The ul -
ti mate ques tion is this: Where will you spend eter nity?
Heaven or hell? PNF

Taken from “Feature”
Fundamental Evangelistic Ass., Inc.

Telephone 805 – 528-3534

The pulpit is no place to play with trivia.
The preacher has thirty minutes in which to
help mend broken hearts, change defeated
lives, and save lost souls; and he can never

accomplish this demanding ministry by
distributing homiletical tidbits. In these
difficult days, we do not need “clever”

pulpiteers who discuss the times; we need
dedicated ambassadors who will preach the

eternities. — Warren Wiersbe



VICTORY
“When the per ish able puts on the im per ish able,
and the mor tal puts on im mor tal ity, then shall

come to pass the say ing that is writ ten: ‘Death is 
swal lowed up in vic tory’” 

(1 Co rin thi ans 15:54).

While I am clad in the hu man im age I will ex pe ri ence
that my heart is self ish and im pure. But there shall be a
great and won der ful change. This is the sta tus of those re -
lieved from the earthly and have en tered into the eter nal
per fec tion of the redeemed. 

This text tells also of a great vic tory of which I shall be 
able to sing with full ness of joy. But that vic tory be longs
to me NOW! The per fected saints in heaven came into the
ca pac ity to be hold it aright through death. But the pos ses -
sion of the vic tory was theirs while they walked as God’s
chil dren in this earthly life. We press on as we travel this
earthly pil grim age in an tic i pa tion of the full rev e la tion of
the bless ed ness we al ready pos sess.” With might of ours
can naught be done.

“Soon were our loss ef fected;
But for us fights the Val iant One
Whom God him self elected.
Ask ye who this may be?
Christ Je sus, it is he,
As Lord of Hosts adored,
Our only King and Lord,
He holds the field for ever.”
           (Mar tin Lu ther, 1529)

PRAYER: Yours, O Sav iour, is the king dom, the
power, the glory, and the vic tory. Grant me to pos sess that
vic tory of fered to me whereby I am led in tri umph, for
Your sake. Amen.

Taken from ‘Rosenius’ Daily Meditations’ 
by Carl O. Rosenius, 

Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“For who so ever would save his life shall lose it: and
who so ever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it.”
Mat thew 16:25

LIFE and death are, be yond all com par i son, the great -
est mys ter ies of ex is tence.

I do not know which is the more enig matic. Here in
our pas sage for to day, we have the two mys ter ies wo ven
to gether: through death to life.

When Je sus spoke of the mys tery of the new life, a
teacher of Is rael, the no ble and pi ous Nicodemus, was

star tled.
But when Je sus said that the new birth was pos si ble

only through death, through the bloody death of the Mes -
siah, then even His fore most dis ci ple be came star tled and
prayed God to de liver Him from such vain thoughts.

But when Je sus said that all who would share His life
must die with Him, His fol low ers for sook Him, one af ter
the other. Only the twelve re mained. And not even they
un der stood what He meant.

He who would lose his life shall find it.
This has been Chris tian ity’s stum bling-block in all

coun tries and in all ages. Unto the Jews a stum bling-block
and unto the Greeks fool ish ness says the apos tle Paul.

To think that a pi ous Is ra el ite must die and be born
again in or der to en ter the king dom of God into which he
had been cir cum cised and to ward which all his faith ful -
ness in ob serv ing the law had been di rected! To think that
a pi ous youth must die and re ceive new life in or der to be -
come a Chris tian!

Here many who would be Chris tians be come star tled
also. They think that we drive young peo ple away from
Christ by such state ments.

How ever, the words of Je sus stand, now as they have
al ways stood: Those who would save their life shall lose
it. How ever, He also says: “Blessed are those who shall
find no oc ca sion of stum bling in me!”

It is God who puts to death. But I can with draw my -
self. I have the power to save my own life, Je sus says. By
so do ing I hurl my self into eter nal death.

Reprinted from ‘God’s Word For Today’
by O. Hallesby, copyright Augsburg Publishing House,

1994 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Power of the Invisible

Things are not un real just be cause they are un seen.
The wind can not be seen, but it is real. We seen the trees
bend be fore it and sails filled with it, and we heart its
sound, but the wind it self is in vis i ble.

The Holy Spirit can not be seen, but we see the ef fect
of His in dwell ing in the hearts of men – love, joy, peace,
long suf fer ing, gen tle ness, good ness, faith, meek ness,
tem per ance. Surely it takes some thing real and pow er ful
to pro duce these ef fects in a hu man life.

The man ager of a gran ite quarry said, “We can lift an
acre of solid gran ite ten feet thick to any de sired height by
us ing com pressed air”

If in vis i ble air can ac com plish such a feat, and we
know it can, why should we think it in cred i ble that the
Holy Spirit has power to do all things?

From Salvation Steward
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MY COUNTRY, ‘TIS OF THEE
My Coun try, ‘tis of thee, (Amer ica)

Poem writ ten 1832 by Sam uel F. Smith. (1808 – 1895)
Tune tra di tional. Pub lished in “The sau rus Musicus,” 1740

My coun try, ‘tis of thee,

Sweet land of lib erty,

Of thee I sing;

Land where my fa thers died,

Land of the pil grims’ pride,

From ev ery moun tain side 

Let free dom ring.

My na tive coun try, thee,

Land of the no ble free,

Thy name I love’ 

I love thy rocks and rills,

Thy woods with templed hills;

My heart with rap ture thrills,

Like that above.

Let mu sic swell the breeze,

And ring from all the trees

Sweet free dom’s song;

Let mor tal tongues awake;

Let all that breathe par take;

Let rocks their si lence break,

The sound pro long.

Our fa thers God, to Thee,

Au thor of lib erty,

To Thee we sing;

Long may our land be bright

With free dom’s holy light;

Pro tect us by Thy might,

Great God, our King.

To have com posed a beau ti ful an them for a great na -
tion is an in spir ing achieve ment in it self, but to have com -
posed it at the age of twenty-four marks the event as all the 
more ex traor di nary. Writ ten in 1832, when Amer ica it self
was still a young na tion, it seems beau ti fully fit ting that a
pa tri otic hymn should have been the achieve ment of a
youth ful spirit.

Sam uel Fran cis Smith, the au thor, was born, “un der
the sound of the Old North Church chimes,” as he said, in
the “twisted North End” of Boston. He grad u ated from
Har vard in 1829, and then stud ied for the min is try at
Andover Theo log i cal Sem i nary, later be com ing a Bap tist
clergyman.

It was in1832, while Mr. Smith was still at Andover,
that the beau ti ful verses of “Amer ica” were writ ten, which 
he was later to hear “sung half way ‘round the world.”
Lowell Ma son, his friend, had just re ceived a col lec tion of
Ger man songs for chil dren and had passed them on to Mr.
Smith, ask ing him to trans late any he found suited for
children. 

“One dis mal day in Feb ru ary, 1832,” as Dr. Smith told 
the story af ter ward, “I was turn ing over the leaves of one
of the mu sic books, when my eye rested on the tune now
known as ‘Amer ica.’ I liked the spir ited move ment of it,
not know ing it at that time to be ‘God Save the King.’ I
glanced at the words and saw that they were pa tri otic, and
in stantly felt the im pulse to write a pa tri otic hymn of my
own, adapted t the tune. Pick ing up a scrap of waste pa per
which lay near me, I wrote at once, prob a bly within half
an hour, the hymn ‘Amer ica,’ as it is now known
everywhere.”

Much to his sur prise, he heard his hymn en thu si as ti -
cally sung, on the Fourth of July of that same year, at a
chil dren’s cel e bra tion in the Park Street Church in Boston. 
Soon, the hymn be gan to be sung in schools, in pa tri otic
meet ings, and else where. The peo ple all over the coun try
“took it into their hearts.” An em i nent leader has paid
“Amer ica” this mer ited trib ute; “Strong in sim plic ity and
deep in its trust in God, chil dren and phi los o phers can re -
peat the hymn to gether. Ev ery cri sis will hear it above the
storm.”

The cli max to which “Amer ica” rises in the fourth
stanza is a fit ting re minder of their re li gious el e ment in the 
found ing of our coun try.

It is an in spir ing and pro phetic thought that the two
Eng lish-speak ing na tions, Great Brit ain and Amer ica, join 
in the same tune when sing ing their pa tri otic hymns. This
mel ody, car ried over from the Eng lish, “God Save the
King,” typ i fies Amer ica’s be ing born of an old na tion with 
a new op por tu nity. Will we fulfill our destiny?

Very of ten, in Chris tian En deavor Con ven tions all
over the world, one stanza of each hymn is sung, to be fol -
lowed in con clu sion by “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.”

Taken from ‘Stories of Hymns We Love’ 
Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M. A. 

by John Rudin & Company Inc. 

5



6

Ed i to rial 
RES

Ambassador
((Please prayerfully read II Corinthians 5:14 – 17) 

On Jan u ary 20th it was our ‘priv i lege’ to once again
view the in au gu ra tion (TV) of the new Pres i dent of our
grand USA. Re gard less of our po lit i cal per sua sion/con -
vic tions it is an awe some priv i lege and re spon si bil ity to
rep re sent the ‘leader’ of the same! Such a ‘po si tion’ must
be both hon or ing and hum bling at the same time. But I
have been think ing of an even ‘greater’ po si tion. Not the
‘pop u lar’ choice of a tre men dous amount of folk; but re -
spond ing fa vor ably to One much, much greater than the
Pres i dent. Just think, we who know JESUS as our own
per sonal ‘Sav ior’ (those who have ex pe ri enced a heart
trans plant) are not only a joint-heir of Christ, but a child
of the Al mighty! Amaz ing GRACE! Ephe sians 2:8-10
says: “For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of your selves; it is the gift of God, not of
works, lest any one should boast. For we are His work -
man ship; cre ated in Christ Je sus for good works, which
God pre pared be fore hand that we should walk in them.”
Yes, a higher call ing as an Am bas sa dor of the King of
kings and Lord of lords! What an awe some “priv i lege
and re spon si bil ity”! 

Ac cord ing to the dic tio nary an am bas sa dor is “A
dip lo matic of fi cial of the high est rank ap pointed as rep -
re sen ta tive in res i dence by one gov ern ment to an other,”
etc.

As an ‘am bas sa dor’ of the “King of kings and Lord
of lords” we have been called by GOD and it is the love
for God that com pels/con strains us to serve where ever
the ‘Com mander-in-Chief’ asks. 

Some def i nite char ac ter is tics of an ‘am bas sa dor’ are: 
1) A cit i zen of the Coun try he rep re sents, “Now, there -
fore, you are no lon ger strang ers and for eign ers, but fel -
low cit i zens with the saints and mem bers of the
house hold of God.” (Ephe sians 2:19), 2) Such a per son
def i nitely should know the ‘Com mander-in-Chief per -
son ally “I am the good shep herd; and I know My sheep,
and am known by My own” (John 10:14), 3)  Def i nitely
has a mes sage that is from its su pe rior, 4)  Serves in a for -
eign land (for us in a fallen, sin ful, hos tile world) Yes, IN
Christ we are the light of the world. The pur pose of light
is to give light. The pur pose of be ing light-bear ers is to
al low the light of Christ to be seen in our lives, Preach the 
WORD – II Tim o thy 4:2, and 5)  When an am bas sa -
dor’s ser vice is over, – The ‘Commander-in-Chief’ calls

them HOME! (Ps. 116:15 and II Tim o thy 4:6-8) 
With some ‘fear and trem bling’ I have ac cepted the

po si tion (want ing to be in the Lord’s Will) as the Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion’s part time ‘field rep -
re sen ta tive’; thus again seek ing and ask ing for your
‘prayer sup port’. 

“We” want to be avail able to YOU as “we” seek to
fur ther and es tab lish the Lord’s King dom’s Work. Over a 
pe riod of time I will try to be in con tact with you ei ther
by tele phone, e-mail or reg u lar let ter. As you pray with
us and for us, we want to be used for the Sal va tion of pre -
cious souls and for ed i fy ing and nur tur ing the body of
be liev ers.  We most cer tainly want you to feel very com -
fort able in writ ing or call ing me with your con cerns, bur -
dens, joys and op por tu ni ties. We want to en cour age
you in con tend ing for the FAITH –Jude 3, Prov erbs
27:17, & He brews 10:24 – 25! Ide ally, it would be great
to meet and fel low ship with you ALL per son ally; but at
the pres ent time that seems to be cost pro hib i tive. May
HIS Name be glo ri fied through these ef forts!

Time is fleet ing and it seems that likely the ‘Bride -
groom’ is com ing SOON from ALL the ‘signs of the
times’! Re gard less of how soon, we know for cer tain that
HE is com ing for his blood bought ‘bride’ sooner or
later! The ‘Com mander-in-Chief’s’ or ders still stand
“Oc cupy ‘til I come”! Isa iah 54:2, Luke 5:1-11, & Ec -
cle si as tes 11:1. “Ev ery word of God is pure; He is a
shield to those who put their trust in Him. Do not add to
His words, Lest He re buke you, and you be found a liar.”

Prov erbs 30:5-6. “For I tes tify to ev ery one who
hears the words of the proph ecy of this book: If any one
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that 
are writ ten in this book; and if any one takes away from
the words of the book of this proph ecy, God shall take
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city,
and from the things which are writ ten in this book” Rev -
e la tion 22:18-19. 

As ‘we’ re mem ber to pray for one an other let us not
for get: “There fore I ex hort first of all that sup pli ca tions, 
prayers, in ter ces sions, and giv ing of thanks be made for
all men, for kings and all who are in au thor ity, that we
may lead a quiet and peace able life in all god li ness and
rev er ence.” I Tim o thy 2:1-2. (Prov erbs 21:1).



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

PepsiCo gives $1,000,000 to help promote
the gay agenda

(Com pany forces em ploy ees to at tend sex ual ori en ta -
tion classes)

In the last two years, Pepsi has given $500,000 to the
Hu man Rights Cam paign (HRC) and $500,000 to the Par -
ents, Fam i lies and Friends of Les bi ans and Gays
(PFLAG). The $1,000,000 was to be used to help pro mote
ho mo sex u al ity in the work place. Pepsi re fuses to give
money to any pro-life or ga ni za tion that op poses the ho -
mo sex ual agenda. Plus, ev ery ho mo sex ual or ga ni za tion
seems to be over whelm ingly pro-abor tion.

The di rec tor of pub lic pol icy of Pepsi re fuses to ad -
dress Pepsi’s sup port of the ho mo sex ual agenda with
Amer i can Fam ily As so ci a tion (AFA).

Emergent Church Leader Endorses
Homosexual Lifestyle

Tony Jones, a key leader in the Emer gent Church
move ment, re cently wrote on his own blog: “Gay, les bian, 
bi sex ual, trans sex ual and queer in di vid u als can and
should live out their sex u al ity in – and blessed by – the
Chris tian church.”

Jones, au thor of sev eral books in clud ing An Emer gent
Man i fest of Hope, stated: “I now be lieve that GLBTQ can
live lives in ac cord with bib li cal Chris tian ity(as least as
much as any of us can!), and that mo nog amy can and
should be sanc tioned and blessed by church and state.”

The Vine and Branches

Federal Court Upholds Right to Sectarian 
Prayer in Public Settings.

The Fed eral Ap peals Court in At lanta has ruled that
sec tar ian prayer in ac cept able. The rul ing writ ten by
Judge Bill Pryor said gov ern ment should have no role in
pars ing the con tent of pub lic prayer, so long as they do not
ad vance a par tic u lar re li gion or dis par age an other. A law
pro fes sor from Geor gia State Uni ver sity said the rul ing
cor rectly fol lowed a 1983 U.S. Su preme Court pre ce dent
and rec og nized that, for more than 200 years, chap lains
have given prayers to open Con gress. “It seems to me to
be an im mi nently cor rect de ci sion that fol lows ap pli ca ble
law and is faith ful to Su preme Court pre ce dent,” he said.
Our fore fa thers would be up in arms that such an is sue
should even be dis cussed. The first prayer at the Con ti nen -

tal Con gress was closed in the Name of Je sus. Our his tory
is rich in spe cial days called for spe cial ob ser vances and
ac knowl edg ing the Name of Je sus. It is in deed amaz ing
that all the wran gle is over the Name of Je sus. What about
the other so-called De i ties? Ev i dently they do not seem to
be a threat to one’s re li gious be lief. It is only the liv ing
God, Je sus Christ, that seems to up set the in tel li gen tsia. 

Dr. Ron Baity for ReturnAmerica.org

Corpus Christi, Texas, City Council
Revokes Planned Parenthood Funding

Planned Par ent hood con tin ues to lose tax payer fund -
ing across the coun try, and the lat est gov ern men tal agency 
to re voke it is the Cor pus Christi City Coun cil in Texas.
Mem bers of the coun cil pulled $30,000 in fund ing for the
abor tion busi ness from the city’s $500,000 youth de vel op -
ment bud get. The bud get dis burses state and fed eral tax -
payer funds in con junc tion with the Texas De part ment of
Fam ily and Pro tec tive Ser vices. While the coun cil ap -
proved fund ing for a host of other groups serv ing young
peo ple in the coastal city, they voted to de lete the Planned
Par ent hood fund ing. 

LifeNews.com

NEA LEADER SUPPORTS GAY CIVIL
UNIONS

Rich ard Cizik, chief lobbist and a vice pres i dent of the 
Na tional As so ci a tion of Evan gel i cals (NEA) stated on a
Na tional Pub lic Ra dio in ter view that he now sup ports ho -
mo sex ual civil un ions.

Cizik, who was named one of Time’s most in flu en tial
peo ple, said that evan gel i cals should re di rect their fo cus
away from the de bate about “gay” mar riage. 

Ed i tor’s Note: One week af ter mak ing the above state -
ment, Cizik was forced to re sign his positon with the
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“Woe unto you who call evil good, and good
evil…therefore. as the fire devours the stubble, and the

flame consumes the chaff, so their root will be rottenness, 
and their blossom will ascend like dust; because they have 

rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the
word of the Holy one of Israel.” (Isa. 5:20,24)



NEA. How ever, though the pres i dent of the NEA, Leith
An der son, endorsed a di a logue with Mus lims through
Com mon Word Con fer ences. 

New FCC Transition 

Barack Obama’s tran si tion team has tapped Henry
Rivera as the new FCC tran si tion czar. A long time rad i cal
left ist, law yer and for mer FCC com mis sioner, Rivera
strongly sup ports the so-called “Fair ness Doc trine” and
could be come the “an gel of death” to con ser va tive talk ra -
dio by sup port ing lib eral lead er ship in a move quickly to
re in state it. Me dia Re search Cen ter

Sword of the Lord Ed i tor’s Com ments: If re in stated,
this un-Amer i can, un pa tri otic, to tal i tar ian, mis named
“Fair ness Doc trine” will also put Chris tians in a bind. If a
preacher on ra dio or tele vi sion chooses to speak out on is -
sues of a po lit i cal na ture, his sta tion could also be forced
to pro vide free time to op pos ing views. 

The Sword of the Lord

FISHER-PRICE DOLL SAYS “ISLAM
IS THE LIGHT”

Many par ents who pur chased the Fisher-Price “Lit tle
Mommy Cud dle and Coo Doll” for their daugh ters were
shocked when they got it home and heard it plainly say:
“Is lam is the light.” Mattel, who owns Fisher-Price, has
re peat edly de nied the doll ut ters that state ment; how ever,
any one who has heard the doll’s ut ter ances has no doubt
that it says: “Is lam is the light,” loudly and clearly.

Even though Mattel re ceived nu mer ous com plaints
from all over the coun try, the toy com pany re fused to pull
the doll from store shelves. How ever, that did not stop
Kmart, Shopko, Tar get and Wal-Mart from pull ing the
doll in stores around the coun try where com plaints were
the loud est.

The doll was man u fac tured in China, but there is no
tell ing who is re spon si ble for re cord ing “Is lam is the
light” into the doll’s vo cab u lary.

Vine and Branches’ Ed i tor’s Note: The first time I
heard about this doll was by read ing the front page of
Iowa’s Sioux City Jour nal. The pa per car ried a story re -
gard ing com plaints about the doll in Mitch ell, S.D. Hav -
ing pur chased one of the “Lit tle Mommy Cud dle and
Coo” dolls at Wal-Mart, I can as sure you that ev ery third
line spo ken by the doll un mis tak ably ut ters “Is lam is the
light.” It is my be lief this is but an other in stall ment by
those who want to brain wash us and our chil dren into ac -
cept ing Is lam as the true and cor rect re li gion.

Taken from ‘The Vine and Branches’, Volume 24,
Winter 2009, Issue 1

Israel

READY FOR THE TEMPLE
The golden me no rah, pre pared for the next Tem ple,

stands in the Jew ish Quar ter fac ing the West ern Wall.

Is rael’s Re sponse in Gaza Can not Be Called Dis pro por -
tion ate

A coun try can’t just ig nore thou sands of rock ets fired by 
an en emy that aims to ‘oblit er ate’ it. 

The Star Tri bune ed i to rial “New war flares in Gaza”
(Dec. 30) cor rectly notes that Hamas started the cur rent vi -
o lence by 1aunching rock ets into south ern Is rael. We also
sup port the Star Tri bune’s call for a two-state so lu tion.
How ever, the ed i to rial goes off the mark when it wrongly
as serts that Is rael’s re sponse to Hamas ter ror ism has been
“dis pro por tion ate.” 

Is rael with drew all ci vil ians and mil i tary per son nel
from Gaza in 2005. Hamas could have used the Is raeli
with drawal as an op por tu nity to gov ern its own ter ri tory
and help make a better life for Palestirrlan residents. In -
stead, im me di ately upon Is raeli with drawal, it used Gaza
as a base to launch thou sands of rock ets into Is rael – more
than 6,300 rock ets since 2005 and more than 3,000 rock ets 
in 2008 alone. The range of these pro jec tiles has steadily
in creased, now putt ing at risk ma jor Is raeli cit ies such as
Ashkelon, Ashdod and Beersheva. We can only imag ine
what the re sponse would be here in the United States if
Can ada turned ma lev o lent and be gan to shell In ter na tional 
Falls each day. Is rael is en ti tled to ex er cise its sov er eign
right of self-de fense. 

The le git i macy of Is rael’s op er a tions is un der scored
by the in tent of Hamas. Its cov e nant calls for the de struc -
tion of Is rael (“Is rael will ex ist and con tinue to ex ist un til
Is lam will oblit er ate it”). Its pa tron, Iran, har bors geno -
cidal am bi tions with re spect to Is rael while de ny ing the
Ho lo caust and de vel op ing nuclear weap ons to threaten the 
United States, Eu rope, Amer ica’s Arab al lies and Is rael. 
Is rael is prac tic ing its right of self-de fense in de stroy ing
the ter ror ist in fra struc ture of Hamas in Gaza through land
and air op er a tions. 

At its crux, Hamas tar gets ci vil ians. Is rael, on the
other hand, con ducts its op er a tions ex er cis ing all due care
to limit ci vil ian ca su al ties. Hamas ter ror ists, how ever, set
up their head quar ters and store weap ons in pri vate homes,
schools, col leges and mosques. Both Pal es tin ian Pres i dent 
Mahmoud Abbas and Egyp tian For eign Min is ter Aboul
Gheit have blamed Hamas for pro vok ing the Is raeli at tack
on Hamas tar gets em bed ded in ci vil ian ar eas. 

Be fore this cam paign, Is raeli Prime Min is ter Ehud
Olmert ap peared on the Arab me dia out let Al-Arabiya to

8



ad dress Gaza ci vil ians about the dan gers of Hamas rocket
fire from the Gaza strip. Is rael has tele phoned Gazans to
warn them of im pend ing at tacks in their neigh bor hoods.
Hu man i tar ian aid con tin ues to reach Gazans. In fact, dur -
ing the past six months, Is rael has fa cil i tated more than
14,500 truck loads of hu man i tar ian as sis tance, in clud ing
more than 185,000 tons of supplies and 39 mil lion li ters of 
fuel. Furthermore, there have been more than 4,130 med i -
cal evac u a tions. 

As Olmert noted, Hamas ter rorism has brought di sas -
ter upon two peo ples, with in no cent Pal es tin ians dy ing in
Gaza and hun dreds of thousands of Is rae lis ter ror ized in
southern Is rael. We all pray for peace and the end of
blood shed and the es tab lish ment of the two state so lu tion
to the Is rael-Pal es tin ian con flict. 

Taken from the Star Tribune, 
January 7, 2009 by Steve Hunegs 

Executive director of the Jewish Community Relations
Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas. 

Chal lenge

“There fore, my be loved breth ren, be stead fast, im -
mov able, al ways abound ing in the work of the Lord,
know ing that in the Lord your la bor is not in vain” (1 Co -
rin thi ans 15:58). 

You may be a blessed per son, a fol lower of Je sus
Christ. You are blessed in the in ti mate fel low ship you
have with him. “Hold fast what you have, so that no one
may seize your crown.” (Rev e la tion 3:11). The devil has
pledged to de stroy us. He goes about as a roar ing lion or as 
an an gel of light.

Many may be de scribed thus, “Hav ing be gun with the
Spirit, are you now end ing in the flesh?” (Galatians 3:31).
Some have suc cumbed to the world. Oth ers sink into dis -
trust be cause of per sis tent temp ta tion. There are those
who have fallen to some new en chant ing power.

Pray that you may be spared from such an end. “Be
stead fast, im mov able, al ways abound ing in the work of
the Lord” (1 Co rin thi ans 15:58). Let noth ing con cern you
more than this, to be as sured of God’s friend ship and to be
found in Christ for ever.

“Be faith ful unto death,” said the risen and as cended
Christ, “And I will give you the crown of life” (Rev e la tion

2:10).
“Go, la bor on! ‘Tis not for naught;
Thine earthly loss is heav enly gain;
Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not,
The Mas ter praises: what are men?
        (Horatius Bonar, 1843)
PRAYER: Use my ef forts, O God, to win the lost, en -

cour age the stray ing, and strengthen the faint-hearted.

Help me to be stead fast re gard less of ev ery cir cum stance,
for Christ’s sake, our faith ful Re deemer. Amen.

Taken from ‘Rosenius Daily Meditations’ 
by Carl O. Rosenius, 

Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc.

Epiph any

Love …rejoiceth not in un righ teous ness, but rejoiceth
with the truth, beareth all things, be liev eth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things. (1 Co rin thi ans 13: 4- 7)

THE kindly at ti tude of love has a pe cu liar ca pac ity for 
un der stand ing oth ers.

This is be cause the new life of love can never be cre -
ated within us un til we have learned to un der stand our -
selves and our own in ner de file ment of soul. 

Those who re al ize their own sin ful ness al ways be -
come char i ta ble in their judg ment of the fail ings of oth ers.
There is some thing within them which de sires to know
whether the in ten tions of those who have erred were as
bad as they seemed.

In ev ery sec u lar court there is a de fense at tor ney
whose duty it is to in di cate all the mit i gat ing cir cum -
stances. Is there in us any such de fender who is per mit ted
to ex press her self and point out the cir cum stances which
might ex cuse our neigh bor? So many have dis missed this
de fender. As a re sult slan der of ten flour ishes even among
Christians.

True love does not only ex cuse a fail ing neigh bor; it
re proves him also. This is un doubt edly love’s hard est
duty. But it can not do oth er wise; for it re joices with the
truth.

We Chris tians of to day need to give heed to this as pect 
of love. There is very lit tle sin cere and kindly neigh borly
dis ci pline among us. 

And there are rea sons for this.
There is of ten a great deal of ri valry among the var i -

ous Chris tian groups. Peo ple do not dare to ex er cise dis ci -
pline within their own groups be cause they are afraid of
los ing some of their mem bers. And it is im pos si ble, for
ob vi ous rea sons, for mem bers of one group to dis ci pline
mem bers of other groups. Of ten times they are the sub jects 
of slan der ous re marks. Here is a dan ger greater than most
people suspect.
Reprinted from ‘God’s Word For Today’ by O.Hallesby, 

copyright 1937 Augsburg Publishing House, 
1994 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 
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From Our Fellowship Circle

Iowa Read ers
Please ap ply this check of ….to the set-up print ing cost for 
the “Al tar Steps” de vo tional book! Then when they are re -
printed I look for ward to or der ing some! Thank you!

AG Karlstad, MN
A gift in ap pre ci a tion of all the good read ing you send our
way. It is so good to know you can trust ev ery thing that is
writ ten in the Morn ing Glory. There is com fort in Ps. 32:8. 
Merry Christ mas and a Blessed New Year.

JJH Ames, IA
We so ap pre ci ate get ting the ‘Morn ing Glory’. Thank you
for keep ing us in formed, and the ar ti cles that are so up lift -
ing that bless us. Please con tinue to send the mag a zine to
us.. It is an en cour age ment and a bless ing. May the Lord
Bless you. (Gift en closed)

JJ Great Falls, MT
We do en joy the “Morn ing Glory” very much. We have re -
ceived it for many years and love it. Sin cere Thanks.

CDF Bemidji, MN
En close is a check for the ‘Morn ing Glory’ mag a zine. It is
still one of the best mag a zines there is. I am al most 71
years old and I have read your mag a zine for as long as I
can re mem ber. At least 60 years. My par ents al ways kept
it in our home when I was grow ing up. Keep up the good
work and may the Lord con tinue to bless the work…

PN Gow rie, IA
I’m send ing $….. of this check in mem ory of Wal ter Wil -
liams of Jewel, IA. God Bless!

AB Frederic, WI
We are thank ful for your ‘Morn ing Glory’. May God
Bless!

GH Waverly, IA
A gift to the ‘Morn ing Glory’ min is try. May God bless all
your ef forts in spread ing the Good News.

WIL Osakis, MN
We thank God for your faith ful ness in con tin u ally pub -
lish ing ar ti cles that are true to the Word and Christ hon or -
ing. It is al ways a bless ing when ‘M.G.’ ar rives. A check is
en closed.

MN McCallsbury, IA
Thank you so much for the Morn ing Glory. I read it from
front to back. May God Bless You all.  I’m en clos ing…..

GN Owatonna, MN
Thank you for your good work in print ing and pub lish ing
some great read ing. I’m en clos ing a check.

DV & LS Coon Val ley, WI
We were very blest at the Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence in For -
est City and if all is well we sure will plan on be ing at
Kasson, MN. (Mar 13- 15). En closed is a gift in mem ory
of my brother who had great in ter est in the Hauge
Innermission. Also please send a sub scrip tion to…….
Fel low trav el ers.

FAS Radcliffe, IA
I thank JESUS that ‘M.G.’ al ways holds JESUS, the
BIBLE, and the preach ing of the same as pre-em i nent.
Thank you too for keep ing Chris tians up dated on cur rent
events. Praise the Lord for you, the will ing ser vants. En -
closed please find a do na tion and I look for ward to the
next pub li ca tion. May God Bless you and yours 100-fold.
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No “GRACE” Un til the Time Co mes
“He said unto me, My grace is suf fi cient for thee:

for my strength is made per fect in weak ness. Most
gladly there fore will I rather glory in my in fir mi ties, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (II Cor. 12:9)
I find many Chris tians in trou ble about the fu ture,
think ing they will not have grace enough to die by. It is
much more im por tant that we have grace enough to
live by. 
It seems that death is of very lit tle im por tance in the
mean time. When the dy ing hour co mes, there will be
dy ing grace. But you don’t re quire dy ing grace to live
by. If I am gong to live fif teen or twenty years, what do
I want with dy ing grace? I am far more anx ious about
hav ing grace enough for my pres ent work.
I have some times been asked if I had grace enough to
en able me to go to the stake and die as a mar tyr. No!
What do I want with mar tyr’s grace? I don’t like suf fer -
ing; but if God should call on me to die a mar tyr’s
death, He will give me mar tyr’s grace. If I have to pass
through some great af flic tion, God will give me grace
when the time co mes; but I do not want or need it till it
co mes. — D.L. Moody



THE OLD PATHS
“Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the an cient

paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest
for your souls” Jer e miah 6:16. 

Au thor un known

I liked the old paths, when Moms were at home. Dads
were at work. Broth ers went into the army. And sis ters got
mar ried BEFORE hav ing chil dren!

Crime did not pay; Hard work did; And peo ple knew
the dif fer ence.

Moms could cook; Dads would work; Chil dren would 
be have.

Hus bands were lov ing; Wives were sup port ive; And
chil dren were po lite.

Women wore the jew elry; And Men wore the pants.
Women looked like la dies; Men looked like gen tle men;
And chil dren looked de cent.

Peo ple loved the truth, And hated a lie; They came to
church to get IN, Not to get OUT!

Hymns sounded Godly; Ser mons sounded help ful;
Re joic ing sounded nor mal; And cry ing sounded sin cere. 

Curs ing was wicked; Drugs were for ill ness; And di -
vorce was un think able.

The flag was hon ored; Amer ica was beau ti ful, And
God was wel come!

We read the Bi ble in pub lic; Prayed in school; and
preached from house to house.

To be called an Amer i can was worth dy ing for; To be
called a Chris tian was worth liv ing for; To be called a trai -
tor was a shame!

Preach ers preached be cause they had a mes sage; And
Chris tians re joiced be cause they had the VICTORY!

Preach ers preached from the Bi ble; Sing ers sang from 
the heart; And sin ners turned to the Lord to be SAVED!

A new birth meant a new life; Sal va tion meant a
changed life; Fol low ing Christ led to eter nal life.

Be ing a preacher meant you pro claimed the Word of
God; Be ing a dea con meant you would serve the Lord;’
Be ing a Chris tian meant you would live for Je sus; And be -
ing a sin ner meant some one was pray ing for you!

Laws were based on the Bi ble; Homes read the Bible;
And churches taught the Bi ble.

God was wor shiped; Christ was ex alted; And the Holy 
Spirit was re spected.

Church was where you found Chris tians on the Lord’s 
Day, rather than in the gar den, on the creek bank, on the
golf course, Or be ing en ter tained some where else.

I still like the old paths the best! 
Selected

Ad just to the Time?

Rolland C. Starr

I have heard it many times: If you want to reach peo -
ple with the Gos pel, you must ad just to the times. I’ve seen 
many preach ers do that, and it is al ways a di sas ter, even if
they get a larger crowd. That is what the “seeker-friendly
church” and Rick War ren, etc., are all about.

I like the words of A.W.Tozer on this: “They say if
you don’t con form to the times and find com mon ground
to get along with ev ery body that no body will lis ten to
you…I have been told that I’ve missed the boat, but I re ply 
that I was n’t try ing to catch that boat. That boat and a lot of 
others like it can go with out me.

“I weigh 145 pounds drip ping wet, but I stand here to
tell you that I am a non con form ist, twice born, and a re bel,
and I will not con form to the times. If the day ever co mes
when to con form to the times is the price you have to pay
to be heard, then I’ll go out where I started be fore on the
street cor ner and preach there. But I won’t con form to the
times. 

“They say, ‘Don’t you know these are dif fer ent times
we’re liv ing in?’ I know the voice of the ser pent when I
hear it …… We can not let down our Chris tian stan dards
just to hold the in ter est of the peo ple.”

Amen!
When Billy Sunday was preach ing in a fash ion able

area, he was called be fore the com mit tee who was spon -
sor ing the meet ings and asked to tone down his preach ing
on sin, etc. One of them said, “Billy, you are rub bing some 
of the cats the wrong way.”

Sunday said, “Then let the cats turn around!” Amen
again!

We have not been called to trim the truth of our Lord’s
Word. I have a hunch that it is not go ing to go well with
those who do so when they see Him!

“Preach the word; be in stant in sea son, out of sea son; 
re prove, re buke, ex hort with all long suf fer ing and doc -
trine.” (II Tim. 4:2)

Selected
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The Tree Is Known By Its Fruit
“Ei ther make the tree good and its fruit good, or make

the tree cor rupt and its fruit cor rupt; for the tree is known by
its fruit. Ye offspring of vi pers, how can ye, be ing evil, speak
good things? For out of the abun dance of the heart the
mouth speaketh. The good man out of his good trea sure
bringeth forth good things; and the evil man out of his evil
trea sure bringeth forth evil things. And I say unto you, that
ev ery idle word that men shall speak, they shall give ac count
thereof in the day of judg ment. For by thy words thou shalt be 
jus ti fied, and by thy words thou shalt be con demned.” (Matt.

12:33-37)

It is a well-known fact that we judge a tree by the fruit it
bears. No one pulls a tree up by the roots and sends it to the
De part ment of Ag ri cul ture to find out what kind of tree it is
and what fruit one might ex pect from it. If, at all, we send in a 
sam ple of the fruit, and by this the par tic u lar kind of tree can
be cor rectly de ter mined. With out ex am in ing the fruit no one

can fully judge a fruit tree.
As sim ple as this is in the realm of na ture, so dif fi cult it is 

for us to un der stand that the same law holds true in spir i tual
mat ters. We shall be judged by our fruit; by our words shall
we be jus ti fied, and by our words shall we be con demned.
Our hearts shall be judged by our life. As we show our selves
to be in speech and con duct, so we ac tu ally are. Our ex ter nal
life is di rected from within. Our deeds are ex pres sions of our
heart as the fruit is the ex pres sion of the na ture of a tree.

As far as I am able to de ter mine, this is the mean ing of
Christ’s words.

The ques tion then arises: Can a Chris tian re ally be
judged or jus ti fied solely by his words and works?

It is not an easy mat ter to an swer this ques tion. If we had
no other Scrip ture than this one, the fu ture would in deed be
dark for us. But He who in His Word gave us the whole
coun sel unto sal va tion can also man age to har mo nize the ap -
par ent con tra dic tions.

There are other pas sages in the New Tes ta ment which
de clare that we shall be judged ac cord ing to our deeds.

“For we must all be made man i fest be fore the judg ment
seat of Christ; that each may re ceive the things done in the
body, ac cord ing to what he hath done, whether it be good or
bad.” (II Cor. 5:10).

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his fa ther
with his an gels; and then shall he ren der unto ev ery man ac -
cord ing to his deeds.” (Matt. 16:27).

The lat ter part of Mat thew 25 points in the same di rec -
tion; the same is true of sev eral pas sages in the Book of Rev -
e la tion.

But how shall we har mo nize these state ments with the
many oth ers which de clare that we are jus ti fied by grace
through faith in His name? 

We shall ex am ine both kinds of fruit from the tree of our
life, and try to de ter mine which is good and which is not.

We know that a great many peo ple do not get any fur ther 
in this life than to think of, talk about, and live for food and
cloth ing. This is their first con cern in the morn ing and their
last care in the eve ning; be tween morn ing and eve ning their
thoughts re volve about this theme. When neigh bors and ac -
quain tances meet, the con ver sa tion cir cles about hay and
grain, corn and cows, busi ness and oc cu pa tion, gain and loss, 
wind and weather. 

Oth ers live on a much lower plane. Their words are
coarse and their speech is cor rupt. Their whole life is steeped
in im mo ral ity and filth.

There are still oth ers who try to lead the con ver sa tion to
higher things. They wish to speak of God, of sin and grace,
of death and judg ment. In such com pany, those who un der
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A Step of Faith
The Hauge Innermission Fed er a tion is tak ing a step

of faith in call ing a Field Rep re sen ta tive.  This per son
will work to con tact our read er ship to en cour age Chris -
tians and their walk with the Lord.  He will work to ar -
range evan ge lis tic meet ings, Bi ble con fer ences, home
fel low ships, and tent meet ings.  [The Hauge Inner -
mission has a tent ready to set up for tent meet ings].  He
will work to ex pand the min is tries of the Innermission
and the read er ship of the Morn ing Glory.  He will be our 
man who puts feet to our min is try.

Pas tor Rodney Stueland of Dilworth, Min ne sota
has ac cepted the call to serve as our Field Rep re sen ta -
tive.  He has been the ed i tor of the Morn ing Glory for
many years.  Some of the read ers will re mem ber the
late Pas tor Jay Erickson as the last Field Rep re sen ta -
tive of the Innermission.  He went home to be with the
Lord in 1992.  We have not had a Field Rep re sen ta tive
since that time, un til now.

We ask for and covet your prayers for Pas tor
Stueland as he seeks to do this arm of the Lord’s work. 
If you would like to con tact him about com ing to your
church or fel low ship to pres ent the work of the
Innermission, he can be reached by let ter at:  508 5th St.
NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, by email at: 
rodandbarbie@live.com or by phone at (218) 287-5586.  
Please re mem ber to pray for this area of min is try as we
step out in faith and  that the Lord would di rect and pro -
vide to the sal va tion and dis ci ple ship of pre cious souls.



other cir cum stances speak to glibly be come om i nously si -
lent. 

You feel that you can not speak on this sub ject; your
heart is empty on this point. Not un til the con ver sa tion co mes 
down to earthly things do you feel that you can take part. 

Oth ers again can do noth ing else than to chat ter and bab -
ble about rub bish and non sense, gos sip ma li ciously and crit i -
cize with ven geance. They feel best when they can flay a
neigh bor and blacken his char ac ter.

On such a tree no good fruit is found; the rea son is that
the heart is as the words are. By their words shall men be
judged. The God of such peo ple is in the Bi ble, the church,
the pas tor, the al tar, the pul pit, the evan ge list, in heaven- in
short, He is ev ery where but in their hearts. If God were in
their hearts they would speak of Him; that is what our text
de clares. But they feel best when He, and all talk about Him,
is far re moved from them.

In ad di tion to all this there is in the heart of ev ery un con -
verted per son who has re ceived some knowl edge of God a
stub born re sis tance against Him. This sin is added to all their
other sin; it is a heap ing up of evil fruit on the tree of their
life. 

It is easy to un der stand that such peo ple are go ing to be
judged by their deeds and their words. Heaven is un suit able
for them. If an op por tu nity should be granted them to en ter
heaven, they would turn and walk in the op po site di rec tion.

But what is that good fruit by which a per son shall be
judged righ teous?

The first such fruit – the one that brings us into the gar -
den where we may bear good fruit – is to re pent and be con -
verted. John the Bap tist turned to his peo ple and cried,
“Bring forth fruits wor thy of re pen tance.” To turn to God
with one’s whole life, full of sin and evil though it be, is to re -
ceive the fruits of Christ’s vic tory which He gained when He
tasted death for us all. This is the way to life with God. It is to
be grafted into Him who is the true vine. Just as surely as He
is good, will He grant each one of us to bear fruit. 

All who thus come to the Sav ior are born of God for as
many as re ceive Him, to them He has given the right to be -
come the chil dren of God, even to them that be lieve on His
name. Then a per son passes over from death to life, from the
power of Sa tan to the power of God. Then the Holy Spirit en -
ters the heart. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long -
suf fer ing, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness, meek ness,
self-con trol.” (Gal. 5:22).

This is the fruit of re pen tance which faith yields. This is
the life of God in our hearts. All that is of God is good,
whether it is found in Him or in a saved sin ner.

The good will not blend with that which is evil. It will
stand or fall ac cord ing to its own na ture. The fruit may be
mea ger, be cause the life from God has not been given much
room in our lives. But the fruit is nev er the less good. One’s

thought and mind turn to God be cause they can not do oth er -
wise; it is the law of life. All that is in us of God and which is
born of Him is good fruit.

Out from this re newed mind the Chris tian speaks of His
Sav ior, his Fa ther, and his heaven. He re joices when the con -
ver sa tion, prayers and songs help to ed ify him and strengthen 
his faith. He feels at home in those cir cles where the con ver -
sa tion is of the things of the Spirit. “The good man out of his
good trea sure bringeth forth good things.” 

What ever is found in the Chris tian’s heart which is not
good must be re moved. But God Him self is the gar dener, and 
He has prom ised to cleanse the branches that they may bear
more fruit.

When God meets the Chris tian on the day of judg ment
He will most as sur edly rec og nize as gen u ine that life which
He gave us, and ac knowl edge that work which He per -
formed in and through us.

“For we are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus
for good works, which God afore pre pared that we should
walk in them.” (Eph. 2:10).

He who ex am ines this verse care fully can readily un der -
stand how it is that a Chris tian can be judged by his works. 

Would that all Chris tians more and more would learn the 
art of walk ing in the good works which God be fore has pre -
pared. We are God’s work man ship. 

O that I could as so of ten in deed I would gladly 

Praise Thee, my Fa ther, the fount of all kind ness and
   mercy!
For ev ery task
Give what I need, Lord, I ask,
May e’er Thy friend ship sus tain me.

Taken from the book “Spirit and Power” by Ludvig Hope
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“HE WAS NEVER LOST, I WAS.”

By Bob Hodnefield, 
Mil ton-Freewater, OR

I gave my heart to the Lord and was born again
when I was 13 years old. Then when I was in my 20’s
the devil thought I should be lieve him, what a sick
choice. Af ter many years of pray ing for their only son,
God an swered the prayers of my par ents, Har old and
La Vina Hodnefield, Radcliffe, IA. I gave my heart to
God on April 6th, 2005 at 61 years of age. All glory is
to the lov ing Grace and Mercy of Je sus and not to Bob.
He was never lost, I was. To day both my par ents are
home in Glory with the one and only they loved so
much, “Je sus”. I once was lost but now am saved.

(We do ap pre ci ate this per sonal tes ti mony and en -
cour age oth ers to do the same to en cour age our ‘fel low
trav el ers’. Editor)



“God, Send Us A Prophet”
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their

transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins” (Isa. 58:1)

Is there any hope for Amer ica?  With all of the bold,
bra zen and cor rupt phi los o phies, peo ple and ide ol o gies
that are work ing to bring this coun try to de struc tion,I be -
lieve that the only way that we can see a turn-around is for
God to send a prophet to Amer ica.  God has done pre cisely 
that in times past to both peo ple and na tions be fore fi nal
judg ment.  When King Da vid com mit ted adul tery with
Bathsheba and then mur dered her hus band to try and
cover it up, God sent Na than to Da vid to con front him and
pro claimed, “You’re the man!” (2 Sam. 12:7)  When en tire
civ i li za tions and na tions went cor rupt (in clud ing Is rael),
God sent forth Isa iah (and other proph ets) to them. (Read
Isa iah chap ters 13-23).

Can one man, equipped with just the Word and Spirit
of God, bring an en tire na tion to their knees be fore the
throne of Al mighty God?  Con sider these true ex am ples:

Jo nah.  When the na tion of As syria was very vi o lent
and cor rupt, God sent the prophet Jo nah to the cap i tal
Nineveh.  His mes sage was very sim ple, “Yet forty days
and Nineveh shall be over thrown.” (Jon. 3:4)  The re sult of
this was great con vic tion and con tri tion.  “So the peo ple of 
Nineveh be lieved in God, and pro claimed a fast, and put
on sack cloth, from the great est of them even to the least of
them.  For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he
arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and
cov ered him with sack cloth, and sat in ashes.” (Jon. 3:5-6)

The king then com manded that the en tire city fast and re -
pent be fore the Lord.  “Let nei ther man nor beast, herd
nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed nor drink wa -
ter: but let man and beast be cov ered with sack cloth, and
cry might ily unto God: yea, let them turn ev ery one from
his evil way, and from the vi o lence that is in their hands. 
Who can tell if God will turn and re pent, and turn away
from his fierce an ger, that we per ish not?” (Jon. 3:7-9)  The
re sult was that God did spare the city and the coun try.

Jon a than Ed wards.  Jon a than was a Con gre ga tional
min is ter in the 1700’s.  He was in stru men tal in the Great
Awak en ing that stirred the East Coast and other places. 
When he preached his fa mous ser mon, “Sin ners in the
Hands of an An gry God,” the re sponse was great con vic -
tion and con tri tion:  “It was at night, and while he was
read ing it to a large con gre ga tion, the lights be came dim

and he read with dif fi culty, and the in flu ence was so great
on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women cried and
screamed for mercy and even grabbed the seats for fear
they would slide into hell that very mo ment.” 

Billy Sunday.  Billy was a base ball player in the late
1800’s.  He was con verted to Christ at the Pa cific Gar den
Mis sion in 1887.  He went on to be come a great evan ge list
and prophet to Amer ica.  He sin gly-handedly nearly put
an end to the li quor in dus try.  In cam paign af ter cam paign,
peo ple were converted to Christ and turned away from the
vice of li quor.  The peo ple go ing down the street in pub lic
tes ti mony of their stand looked like a pa rade.  When he
held a cam paign in Bloomington, Illinois on March 30,
1908, 84 sa loons went out of busi ness af ter ward.  In
Wilkes- Barre, 200 tav erns closed up dur ing the year fol -
low ing the Sunday meet ings.  When Billy preached, peo -
ple came un der great con vic tion and con tri tion.  “Dur ing
the preach ing of ‘The Devil’s Boo mer angs, or Hot Cakes
off the Grid dle,’ men would col lapse in a faint at the hor -
rors of sin de scribed by Billy Sunday.” 1  Some have es ti -
mated that 200,000 peo ple were con verted to Christ under
him.

Dr. Wal ter A. Maier.  Dr. Maier was the Old Tes ta -
ment pro fes sor at Con cordia Sem i nary in the 1900’s.  He
be gan preach ing over the ra dio, his first broad casts were
made from the at tic at Con cordia Sem i nary at sta tion
KFUO on Sunday, De cem ber 14, 1924.  His first broad -
casts were two weekly pro grams:  a Sunday Ves per se ries,
and a Thurs day eve ning fea ture called Views on the News.  
Through his ef forts, the Lu theran Hour broad cast—
“Bring ing Christ to the Na tions” was formed.  This was
one of the most pow er ful, wide spread means of reach ing
peo ple with the Gos pel of Je sus Christ that has ever hap -
pened in the world.

Maier was ex cel lent at preach ing the Law in all its
stern ness and the Gos pel in all its sweet ness.  His mes -
sages were solid di vi sions of Law and Gos pel.  Maier
would go to great lengths to show true hu man de prav ity
and to point out sin in peo ple’s lives.  In a ser mon on the
re al ity of God, Maier says, “Truly, as the Psalm ist stated
three thou sand years ago, only ̀ the fool,’ only the in tel lec -
tual mo ron, only one who is im per vi ous to con clu sive ev i -
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con tin ued on pg. 15
1 Billy Sunday by D. Bruce Lockerbie.



dence, can say or try to say, `There is no God.’ ” 2  In
point ing out sin, Maier would di rectly ad dress peo ple or
groups of peo ple by name.  In a ser mon against Athe ism,
he cited the Amer i can As so ci a tion for the Ad vance ment
of Athe ism and re ferred to them as the “So ci ety of
Damned Souls and sim i lar god less groups.” 3  In a ser mon
de vel oped around the theme of x-rays, Maier points out,

“God is so holy, per fect, stain less, that even de -
struc tive de sires, hate-filled emo tions, such ap -
par ently triv ial of fenses as re fus ing a thirsty
suf ferer a glass of wa ter or a fam ished neigh bor a
crust of bread are ab so lutely con demned, no mat -
ter how care fully con cealed by a pi ous front.  You
need not be caught in the toils of the law to be un -
der the Al mighty’s sen tence.  You don’t have to
live in pub lic dis grace to re ceive His con dem na -
tion.  Hear Je sus de clare that even an gry thoughts, 
hate ful words, lust ful looks, pro voke His Fa ther’s 
wrath!  Re mem ber, you the out wardly po lite but
in wardly per verted, God sees you!  Be warned,
you the cruel, heart less prof i teers in im pu rity who 
lead our youth astray . . . Fall on your knees, you
the greedy and grasp ing, who sys tem at i cally
cheat and de fraud your fel low men!  Re pent, you
hus bands to all pub lic ap pear ances that model
good man ners, but in your pri vate lives, as God
sees you, self ish, cruel, vi cious!” 4

Dr. Maier would preach in front of a mi cro phone with
no seen au di ence.  He would take off his suit coat, shirt
and tie, and preach in front of the mi cro phone in pants and
a tee-shirt.  Af ter just two months on the air, Maier was re -
ceiv ing more mail than such top sec u lar shows as Amos
and Andy, or any other re li gious pro gram in Amer ica.  Af -
ter be ing aired just nine months, the pro gram had set new
re cords in re li gious broad cast ing.  CBS re ceived more let -
ters at its New York head quar ters con cern ing the Lu theran 
Hour than in re sponse to any other net work pro gram.  Af -
ter only one-half year on the pro gram, Wal ter Maier re -
ceived more mail than did all the pro grams spon sored by
the Fed eral Coun cil of Churches over the NBC net work
that en tire year, even though these to taled nine times as
much air time as the Lu theran Hour.  Af ter start ing out on

two ra dio sta tions in 1930, by 1946 the Lu theran Hour was 
broad cast on 1,236 sta tions to an es ti mated au di ence of
20,000,000.  The mes sages were trans lated into 35 lan -
guages, aired from 55 coun tries, and heard in 120 na tions
and ter ri to ries.  “This pro gram, The In ter na tional Lu -
theran Hour — “Bring ing Christ to the Na tions” be came
the larg est reg u lar broad cast — re li gious or sec u lar — in
the his tory of ra dio.” 5

Peo ple were at tracted to the broad cast.  One woman
was on a cruise ship to Ber muda and re quested that the Lu -
theran Hour might be broad cast through the ship’s ra dio to 
the lounge.  “The bridge player wrote that ev ery one in the
sa lon stopped play ing to hear what the ur gent voice was
tell ing them.” 6  In the lobby of a ho tel in Beau mont,
Texas, 42 guests lis tened as if chained to the ra dio.  In
Giddings, Texas, “Prac ti cally ev ery set in this lit tle town
tunes in on the Lu theran Hour, and we can go to a drug
store, ice-cream par lor, fill ing sta tion, the of fice of a chi ro -
prac tor—ev ery where we hear the pro gram.  Usu ally a
crowd is pres ent.” 7

 In 1946, The Lu theran Hour re ceived over a third of a
mil lion (340,000) let ters as a re sponse to the broad cast. 
Their great est one day to tal was 10,100 let ters and an en -
tire week dur ing the month of De cem ber was more than
27,000.  Few broad casts in all ra dio his tory have found a
re sponse as large as this.  These let ters gave open tes ti -
mony of com ing to faith in Je sus Christ or a re-ded i ca tion
to Him.  Saints and sin ners alike re sponded in re cord num -
ber.  Some even were ready to com mit sui cide, and were
stopped and brought to Christ through the broad cast.”

Yes, one man equipped with just the Word and Spirit
of God can bring en tire na tions back to the Lord.  God has
done it in the past through these men, and God has used
many oth ers, in clud ing John Wes ley, George Whitfield,
D.L. Moody, and Charles Spurgeon.  God can do it again,
even in Amer ica!  Will you join with me in pray ing: 
“God, Send Us A Prophet?”

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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2 Maier, Walter A.   The Lutheran Hour.  St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1931.pg. 55.

3 Ibid, pg. 50.

4 Maier, Walter A.   Let Us Return unto the Lord.  St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1947, pg. 117.

5 Maier, Paul. L.  A Man Spoke, A World Listened.  New York:  McGraw-Hill Co., 1963 , pg. 1.

6 Ibid, pg. 120.

7 Ibid, pg. 121.
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Vol ume XCI  •  Num ber 2  •  February 2009 
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

Up Date
WONDERFUL – PRAISE THE LORD!! THANK

YOU FOR YOUR ‘Part ner ship’ in pro claim ing the ‘en light -
en ing and lib er at ing WORD Of God for it is the: “power of
God to sal va tion for ev ery one who be lieves”: “For in it the
righ teous ness of God is re vealed from faith to faith; as it is
writ ten, ‘The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

“Won der ful” is not an ad e quate word in this sit u a tion,
but will do for now: WITH your obe di ence and sup port the
‘month’ of De cem ber is prob a bly the larg est fi nan cial
engathering this por tion of the Lord’s Work has ever ex pe ri -
enced (other than by ‘es tate’). BUT one month’s in come is
only a por tion of the Lord’s Work in and through the Morn -
ing Glory for the con tin u ing ‘min is try’. Apos tasy is very
real and ram pant in our re li gious world SO the bat tle con -
tin ues on! BUT it is a worthwhile “bat tle” in the light of
ETERNITY! SO please con tinue to pray on and sup port as
the Lord lays upon your heart AS we seek to hold the “fort”
and en large this min is try! PRAY for the Sal va tion of Pre -
cious Souls and for the nur tur ing of Lambs and Sheep! Pray
that we may con tinue to ex pe ri ence HIS Guid ance and Pro -
tec tion/Pro vi sions! Thank you and May the Great Shep herd 
Bless you all ways, al ways. 

In come for Morn ing Glory in De cem ber = $5,065.93,
In come for pos si bly print ing and pub lish ing “Al tar Steps” in 
De cem ber was: $50.00

Up Com ing Bi ble Conference
HAUGE BIBLE CONFERENCE
March 13 – 15, 2009 (Fri day eve ning till Sunday
Noon)
At Mt. Sion Lu theran Church, Kasson, MN.
Pas tor Lyle Aadahl, Host Pas tor

Sched ule
Fri day, March 13 at 7 p.m. – In stru men tal Mu sic &
Singspiration
7:30 p.m. – Guest speaker:  Rodney Stueland,
Dilworth, MN

Sat ur day, March 14th 
9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. – Prayer Time
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. – Bi ble Ses sion- Rod
Stueland
10:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. – Re fresh ments
11:00 a.m. - Noon – Guest speaker,Toby Knutson, 
Fargo, ND
Noon Meal
1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. – His tory & Pres ent Hauge
Min is tries (Rod Stueland)
2:15 p.m.-3:15 p.m. – Bi ble Ses sion – Toby
Knutson
3:15 p.m. – Re fresh ments 
3:30 p.m. – Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship, Hymn Sing
7:30 p.m. – Eve ning Ser vice – Toby Knutson 

Sunday, March 15th 
Wor ship Ser vice (Mt Sion Lu theran – Kasson) at
9:00 a.m. – Rod Stueland, speaker
(Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Class fol low ing)

Wor ship Ser vice (Zion Lu theran – Dex ter) at 10:45
a.m.– Toby Knutson, speaker
(Sunday School & Adult Bi ble Be fore) 

Lodg ing and Res tau rants are very con ve nient for
those at tend ing the Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence.  The
Mo tel in Kasson is: Americinn – (507) 634-3444.
There will be ‘Sea sons of Re fresh ing and warm
Chris tian Fel low ship’ for those who avail them -
selves of the ‘op por tu nity’!

Please PRAY For these meet ings.  A Warm
WELCOME awaits YOU! We will we see you
there, Lord will ing! 

P.S. IF con ve nient: Please bring ‘good ies’ for ‘re -
fresh ment times’. Thank you.
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